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FEBRUARY 23, 2018 
 

PUBLIC INPUT ON THE BUDGET 
 

The City Commission is collecting input and ideas for inclusion in the 2018/19 Budget at their meeting 
on March 5, 2018 at 6:30.  Input from the public is crucial to the City’s budget process. 
 

CITY TRAFFIC ISSUES 
 

A change to traffic flow along South Street will be implemented by the University in the summer of 
2018 and will become a two-way street. The one-way drive from the Business Building parking lot 
will be eliminated and the one-way exit of Stadium Drive onto South Street will be relocated and 
made into a two-way.  Along with this traffic issue, the City is investigating traffic issues near 
Riverview and Brookside Elementary Schools and the Charter School.   
 

FESTIVAL OF THE ARTS 
 

It is nearing the end for the 2018 Festival of the Arts, The FOTA Board will be meeting to discuss 
thoughts/ideas/room for improvement for the 2019 Festival.  If anyone has thoughts in this regard 
please forward them to mgifford@cityofbr.org. 

 
LIBRARY 

 
The Library wants to spread the word that “March is National Reading Month”.   
 

• There will be displays at the Library and library staff will be out and about in the community 
promoting reading and literacy with even more enthusiasm.   

• The Library will be taking part in St. Peter’s Literacy Night on Thursday, March 1st, 6-7 PM. 

• The Library has been replacing books in all the senior residences in the area, or providing 
books and shelving for the first time for some.  The Fairman Residence and the Nisbett 
Building are part of this program too.  The Library is providing Information to the Activities 
Directors and Managers at these locations that includes how to get a Big Rapids Community 
Library card, what adult programs are ongoing at the Library, how to see the schedule of 
events taking place at the Library, applications for those residents who qualify for homebound 
delivery of library items, and more.   

• Mr. Howard has lined up local residents and “celebrities” to read at story times throughout the 
month of March. 

• You’ll be hearing about our celebration focused on Dr. Seuss’s contribution to children’s 
reading; Theodor Seuss Geisel’s birthday is March 2nd. 

 
Knit Night is coming up on Thursday, March 1st, 6:30-8:30 pm at the library.  Many knitters and 
crocheters are regulars, but everyone is welcome. 
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Business as usual with:  Monday and Wednesday, 10:30-11:00 am story times; Tiny Tots Tinker Lab 
at 9:30-11:00 am on Thursday; and adult computer class on Tuesday, 9:30-10:30 am (topic is 
Microsoft Word 2016). 
 

RECREATION 
 

Daddy/Daughter dance was another successful event with around 600 attendees. 
 

PUBLIC SAFETY 
 

In the past week, the Police Division has responded to 70 calls for service.  There were no real calls 
of significance to report. 
 
On Tuesday, Detective Miller and other members of the honor guard, attended the funeral of Detroit 
Police Officer Darren Weathers, who was killed in a traffic accident during the course of a training 
exercise. 
 
Interviews took place this week for a police officer position.  On the interview board were Sergeant 
Liz West and Officer David Flore. 
 
Officers Flore and Kasey Metcalf took part in a job fair held at Ferris State University. 
 
In the past week, the Fire Division responded to 20 calls for service.  On Thursday, fire crews 
assisted the County Fire Academy class to do search and rescue at Hillcrest.  Part paid members 
were trained on drafting and driving the tenders.    
 

CODE ENFORCEMENT 
 

Violations: 
 
 (4)  Blight    (3) Disabled Vehicles 
 (2)  Furniture    (3) Garbage & Rubbish 
 (9)  Parking    (4) Polycart Placement 
 (2)  Signs 

 
PUBLIC WORKS ACTIVITIES 

 
DPW:  STREETS 
 

• Checked sewers, jetted, call-ins 

• Repaired catch basin Third/Maple 

• Filled potholes 

DPW:  PARKS 
 

• Opened and cleaned City Hall restroom daily 

• Picked up trash at parks, downtown, and parking lots 

• Continued sanding and painting picnic table boards   

• Assembled new picnic tables for pocket park  
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• Cleaned up fallen tree on River Walk  

MAIN MAINTENANCE    
 

• MISS Digs  

• Shut offs/ons 

• Meter reads, re-reads, final reads 

• Meter changeouts 
 
WASTEWATER 
 

  

• The Plant continues to run well overall, but filamentous growth and foam persists. 

• The recent rain event revealed a float and alarm problem with the screw pumps. 

• Both U.V. channels remain in service, due to the storm flows and filamentous foam. 

• PCS vactored out both final clarifier scum pits, which quickly filled during the storm. 

• Aeration Basin 4 out of service and idling for a few days; Is now back into service. 

• Jay Norris working on aeration blower and automatic air valve operational issues. 

• Changed oil in Kaeser Digester Blower 4 rear lobe, and then again in the front lobe. 

• Performed weekly lift station readings and checks. 

• Tioga Lift Station low-level alarm.  Pump stayed on due to grease on the transducer. 

• Working with Professional Pump to schedule our Kaeser blower module installation. 

• Ordered and received the second Lab BOD Incubator, as a back-up unit and for IPP use. 

• Ordered and received 4,000 gallons of ferric chloride from Webb Chemical. 

• E.Q. Valve driveshaft and u-joints need to be removed, repaired and re-installed. 

• Filled the grease hoppers on both Screw Pumps and rotated Lead/Lag operation. 

• Re-installed the rebuilt 100 hp motor onto Spencer Aeration Blower #1. 

• Collected belt tension and harmonic data for Steve Dagovitz at Kaeser. 

• Ordered and received 2 cases of Kaeser oil, for ongoing Kaeser Blower oil changes. 

 
Mark Gifford, City Manager 


